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	Alabama Senate Candidate Bill Barnes Describes On DC Update Radio Plan To Replace Incumbent


Washington, DC (Oct. 17, 2010) –Bill Barnes, the Democratic nominee for an Alabama U.S. Senate seat in the Nov. 2 election, questioned his opponent’s commitment to fighting for BP Gulf disaster victims and to serving out his term. 
In an exclusive interview on the Washington Update radio show. Barnes said his Republican opponent Richard Shelby has shown scant interest in the plight of Alabama’s victims of the oil tragedy. In response to a listener call, Barnes also raised for the first time in the campaign widespread suspicions among Alabama Democrats that Shelby’s own health might encourage him to resign shortly after the election to enable Alabama Gov. Bob Riley to name himself as successor before his term expires in January.

“It’s a strong possibility that Mr. Shelby, Sen. Shelby is suffering from some health issues,” Barnes said, noting that Shelby has made few campaign appearances. “Gov. Riley has been in the media quite regularly, drawing a lot of attention to himself, it appears.  And I often wonder in my own mind, what’s the angle? Is he my true opponent?”

Access the show nationwide on the My Technology Lawyer Radio Network archive at: www.MyTechnologyLawyer.com/update. Show co-hosts are Scott Draughon and Andrew Kreig.  he Barnes segment began at 17 minutes past the hour, followed by an interview with “Peak Oil” oil expert Jack Baldauf on his recent convention.  Kreig has published recent news reports about Alabama politics and peak oil, including about Riley’s efforts to shut down Alabama’s legalized gambling facilities. 
About U.S. Senate Nominee Bill Barnes
Bill Barnes, Alabama’s Democratic nominee for U.S. Senate, describes himself as “The People’s Candidate” because of his fight for the public such issues as jobs and the Gulf oil disaster.  Details: www.williamgbarnes.com.
About Jim Baldauf and ASPO-USA
Jim Baldauf co-founded the Association for the Study of Peak Oil & GAS – USA, a non-profit, non-partisan research and public education initiative. Details: http://www.aspousa.org/.
About Scott Draughon and My Technology Lawyer Radio Show

 Scott Draughon, an author and lawyer, is host and producer of the My Technology Lawyer Radio Show, an affiliate of the on-demand legal service MyTechnologyLawyer.com.  Details. http://www.mytechnologylawyer.com/  
About Andrew Kreig
Andrew Kreig, an attorney, directs the Justice Integrity Project. He led the Wireless Communications Association, the world’s premier broadband wireless advocate, as CEO from 1996 to 2008.  Details. www.justice-integrity.org. 
Additional Bill Barnes Interview Highlights

(Some questions paraphrased for brevity)

What’s it been like running against Sen. Shelby?

Bill Barnes: It’s been difficult…Word was for a long time that many didn’t know Shelby was running, let alone had a contender…I didn’t have the funding to bring the public awareness to the 4.7 million citizens of Alabama, nor did I have the luxury of a $17 million war chest Richard Shelby enjoys or the media advertising that he has.  So, I’ve been taking it on the road, meeting face to face with folks all over the state of Alabama.

What’s the top issue?

Bill Barnes:  Jobs, Jobs, Jobs…Bring jobs back from overseas.

What about the Gulf Oil Crisis?
Bill Barnes: Lifting the oil drilling ban is a necessity….We still have a great thirst for oil. But I believe in the long term we really need to curtail that thirst for oil, we need to try to be innovative and un-tether ourselves from big oil.”

This oil crisis, the Deep Horizon Well fiasco/disaster, has just been a warning shot over the bow as far as I’m concerned regarding what we need to do.  As far as the damages are concerned, folks are really suffering down along the coast. It’s going to take a long, long time before the effects of that oil disaster is resolved. There is no question in my mind about that. We’re having people down there who are suddenly experiencing sicknesses that they’ve never had before, lesions, respiratory problems and so forth.  And it’s of great concern to me. But it doesn’t seem to be of very much concern to Sen. Shelby or actually his counterpart, Sen. [Jeff] Sessions.

How about Obama Administration? Are you happy with what it’s done to investigate this?

Bill Barnes:  I’m not privy to everything that’s been done on the governmental level from the Obama Administration.  I’m not happy with what I have experienced, or seen coming from Richard Shelby or Sen. Sessions from Alabama.

Does that mean you are in favor of increased regulation?

Bill Barnes: In certain aspects, yes I am, because regulations are what’s in place to protect the public. 
Listener question:  What about this rumor about Shelby’s health?

Bill Barnes: Very good question and I’d like to address that. When I started this race it was questionable as to whether or not I was running against Richard Shelby, or perhaps someone else. Because I know that Richard Shelby did have some health issues back in the 90s.  Then, of course, we know that within the last probably six months I believe it is, that Sen. [Chris] Dodd [of Connecticut] has announced that he was going to not run for re-election because of health issues. I believe he said he had cancer, and he conferred with several people including Richard Shelby, who were cancer survivors.  Now it’s a very strong possibility, and I can’t say with any certainty, but it’s a strong possibility that Mr. Shelby, Sen. Shelby, is suffering from some health issues. He has not made a great deal or large number of public appearances.

What about the rumor a switch might be in the works for Gov. Riley to assume the seat?

Bill Barnes: It hasn’t been an issue in the campaign, I haven’t made it an issue, but it is a possibility. There’s been a lot of alleged corruption and so forth, sudden indictments at the hands of Gov. Riley. Gov. Riley has been in the media quite regularly, drawing a lot of attention to himself it appears. And I often wonder in my own mind, what’s the angle?  Is he my true opponent? Or, you know rumors circulate during election time, historically & repeatedly. It could be just mere speculation. But I don’t suspect that it really and truly is speculation. 

But I’ve often wondered and I would like to ask Sen. Shelby if he fully intends to serve out his entire six-year term, or resign for health issues after the election if he is elected.

If it became obvious that he was going to resign would it help or hurt your candidacy?

BB: That’s difficult to estimate at this point in time because of the fact that if he were to announce that he was seriously ill he could get a lot of sympathy votes.

There have been corruption indictments by the U.S. Department of justice this month just before the election, hitting mostly Democrats.  Gov. Riley has both opposed legalized gambling, but been courted by Mississippi gambling interests.  What’s your take on the arrests in Alabama?

Bill Barnes: I’m not an elected official and I don’t have privileged information…. But since you ask, as an attorney, my instincts raise a lot of questions as to timing. Shelby putting the blanket hold on nominees, which prevented Obama from replacing [Alabama Middle District U.S. Attorney Leura] Canary….It certainly makes me and others want to revisit, and look at the Don Siegelman case, and consider the focus on the Democrats.

What is your view on whether Alabama should have legalized gambling as both a way to just keep the money in the state, remove this temptation to legislative corruption?

Bill Barnes: There are people in Alabama who want gambling and there are people in Alabama who do not want gambling, of course. It should be, in my perspective, put on a referendum and put to the people.

When you see something like the federal prosecution of Don Siegelman, whose ordeal has been chronicled extensively by the Justice Integrity Project, doesn’t it cause you pause for seeking higher office in the state of Alabama?

Bill Barnes:  Democracy. Our democracy cries for folks to step forward, and be in positions of responsibility and representation of the fellow citizens -- not only in the state of Alabama, the state of Florida, but throughout the nation. I have done this in the past and I will continue to do it until the last shovel of dirt is thrown on my grave.
Or you are convicted! Ha ha! What is it you propose to do about getting out of the job slump?

Bill Barnes: We’re going to have to offer incentives to bring jobs back from overseas, for outsourced jobs from China or Mexico or wherever.
We want to thank you for coming on the show and sharing your views with us.  We’ll continue to watch very closely, and highlight it after the election. ###






